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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), has prepared a revised environmental assessment (EA) that analyzes potential 
environmental consequences of eradicating isolated populations of light brown apple moth 
(Epiphyas postvittana) (LBAM) in California.  The EA, incorporated by reference in this 
document, is available from:   
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Emergency and Domestic Programs 

Emergency Management 
4700 River Road, Unit 134 
Riverdale, MD 20737–1236 

 
The revised EA analyzed alternatives consisting of (1) maintaining the Federal quarantine order 
without further action by APHIS (no action alternative), and (2) continuation of the Federal 
quarantine order along with eradication of isolated populations of LBAM in California with the 
use of Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) and/or LBAM-specific pheromone (treatment 
alternative).   The revised EA evaluated the potential impacts from eradication treatments of 
small, isolated populations and determined that any potential impacts would be limited.  Since 
the circumstances surrounding each isolated population are unique, each site will be considered 
in a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) prior to treatment.  This FONSI addresses the 
treatment for LBAM in three separate sites within Pescadero, San Mateo County, California (see 
attachment 1).   
 
Treatment in the Pescadero Eradication Area 
 
Pescadero is a farming and ranching community in San Mateo County two miles east of 
California Highway 1 and Pescadero State Beach.  It is located approximately 17 miles south of 
Half Moon Bay and 34 miles north of Santa Cruz.  It is a weekend tourist location during the 
summer months because of beaches, parks including Memorial Park and Butano State Park, as 
well as extensive rural roads for biking and trails for hiking in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 
 
Six male LBAMs were found in areas within Pescadero, California between August 2007 and 
November 2007.   When an LBAM is found, a treatment area of 200-meter radius around each 
find is defined.  The six LBAMs were found within three treatment areas (see Attachment 1).  
One treatment site is to the west and occurs near North Street and Goulson Street.  This area has 
a residential area as well as agricultural fields.   There are no schools or parks within the 
treatment block, however Pescadero Elementary school is located within a half mile from this 
treatment area.  The remaining two sites are close to each other and are a couple of miles away 





 
 
 

Attachment 1 
Map of Eradication Area 



 




